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Hemingway rescues
“LittleDog”

Ernest Hemingway was not only a great writer, he was a great hunter. He traveled throughout the world
in search of big game. He especially enjoyed the hunting safaris in Africa. Earnest was a great storyteller and
one of my favorite Hemingway stories centers around an unusual sporting event that took place in Africa.

It seems that one day, while walking the streets in a poor village, he came across a man carrying a bag
of live rats. Hemingway asked the man about the rats. He was told, “I earn 12 cents for each live rat I find in
the sewers. Then I take them to the man who runs the rat pit.” The man invited Hemingway to visit the rat pit
that evening.

Hemingway entered a small, dark building where men were placing bets. He sat next to an older gentle-
man who had a terrier on his lap. The poor dog looked like it had been in numerous fights. Its ears were chewed
up and it could barely see out of one of its eyes. The owner told Ernest that his dog would be in the pit that
night battling rats. He was confident his dog would win and he would go home with much money from the
bettors. Hemingway was still confused about what was to take place.

After all the bets were placed, the event began.A couple of men dropped exactly 100 live rats into the pit.
Next, a terrier was thrown in with the rats and the judge started the timer. The small, aggressive dog began
attacking the rats. The room was filled with the sound of the barking dog, and the pit was being bloodied from
the wounded and dead rats. The crowd cheered as the dog continued to kill rats. Finally, after fourteen min-
utes, all the rats were dead. Now it was time for the other dog to enter the pit. Hemingway pleaded with the
owner not to subject the little dog to the dangers of the pit. Hemingway said, “Your dog is already weak and
injured. The rats could kill him or give him rabies.” The man refused to listen as he tossed it into the pit with
100 live rats.

Hemingway cheered for the dog to win and survive. He started calling the terrier, Littledog. The dog
fought bravely as it battled the rats. The clock ticked. Littledog had to kill the rats in less than fourteen min-
utes to win the purse. It was a horrific event. Hemingway was sickened by the sight. No animal should be
abused like this, he thought. The crowd cheered Littledog on and with his last bit of energy, he killed the final
rat. His time was a new record: twelve minutes flat! The bloodied dog was removed from the pit.

Hemingway begged the owner to let him
buy the wounded and weak dog. After an
hour a deal was struck, and Hemingway
bought Littledog for two hundred dol-
lars. He took the dog back to the hotel
to wash its wounds. For several days its
head and body were swollen. A few
weeks later, Littledog recovered.
Hemingway wanted to take him back to
Florida so it could enjoy a peaceful life. No more
would it have to fight in a pit full of rats. Customs said
that Littledog would have to be quarantined for one year.
Hemingway couldn’t wait that long so he found a friend in
Africa who promised to care for his little friend. The friend
later wrote saying Littledog had fully recovered and was liv-
ing a happy life on a small farm.
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African Proverbs

_____ 1. The same tree that yields edible fruit may also yield a puff adder.

_____ 2. The chameleon’s ability to change colors affects only the clothes he is
wearing, not those in his box.

_____ 3. If the elephant were not in the forest, the roam antelope would be
considered a very large animal.

_____ 4. “Almost kill bird” don’t make soup.

_____ 5. A seldom visitor makes a good friend.

_____ 6. The best swimmer is often drowned.

_____ 7. No one teaches the leopard cub how to spring.

_____ 8. When the leopard is desperate it eats weeds.

_____ 9. One string joined to another can find the leopard.

_____ 10. When you follow an elephant, you do not get tangled up in a creeper.

A) This proverb lets us know that there are some things a person cannot change, and must learn to accept.
B) This warns us of the dangers that can be found in unassuming circumstances.
C) This saying reminds one that children do indeed take after their parents.
D) This reminds one that it is important to be able to adapt to changing circumstances.
E) No one can eat “nearly or almost” in a stew.
F) If you visit your friend too often, it could become a problem, but if you make yourself scarce,

he will actually look forward to your visit.
G) There is no absolute certainty of anything.
H) This is an expression that lets us know that the ruler cleans the way and makes a clear path for

us to follow.
I) This is a reminder that strength comes from unity and persistence.
J) This adage compares the power of the highest chief to that of the lower chief. The lower chief is

important when king is away, but when he returns, everyone knows he is the boss.
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Directions: Match these African Proverbs with their meanings below. Write your letter answers in the blanks.
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Climbing mount
everest

1. Get this one right and you’ve reached 5,000 ft. Callie lives in upstate NewYork.At 11pm she
remembers that she is to take flowers to school in the morning. In the dark she heads to the front
yard with a flashlight to pick daffodils. She hears Canada geese flying above. She can’t see the
geese. Are the geese flying north or south? _________________________________________.

2. Get this one right and you’ve reached 10,000 ft. Farmer John is on one side of the river with a
chicken, fox, and bag of corn. He wants to get all three to the other side. In his small boat he can
fit only one of the three belongings at a time. How can he get the fox, chicken and corn to the
other side without losing any one of them? Remember, he can only carry one of the three at a
time which means he has to leave at least two behind when he travels to the other side. He
doesn’t want the fox to eat his chicken or have the chicken eat his corn. You may need to write
your answer on a separate sheet.

3. Get this one right and you’ve reached 15,000 ft. Jake leaves his camp one morning and walks
one mile north, then one mile west. He realizes that he has forgotten something and turns and
walks due south for one mile and comes right back to his campsite. Exactly where was Jake
camping? ___________________________________________________________________

4. Get this one right and you’ve reached 20,000 ft. King cobra eggs have a 70-day incubation
period. If 5 king cobras lay their eggs 7 days apart, then 10 days after these eggs hatch, 7 more
king cobras lay their eggs 6 days apart, how long until all the eggs have hatched?
___________________________________________________________________________

5. Get this one right and you’ve reached the top: 29,029 ft.!! Pioneer bird expert, Alexander
Wilson, noted that one day in the early 1800’s he spotted a flock of Passenger Pigeons estimated
at 2,230,270,000 birds. The flock was so huge that it covered a mile wide and extended for 240
miles! Assuming that each pigeon is 16 inches long and you lined up all 2,230,270,000 birds
beak to tail in single file, how many miles long would the line be?
___________________________________________________________________________
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Directions: Mountain climbers from around the world travel to the border between Nepal and Tibet to
tackle Mount Everest, the world’s highest peak at 29,029 feet. Reaching the top is one of the most diffi-
cult endeavors a human can accomplish. The first few thousand feet are covered quickly, but as the climber
continues to ascend, it gets harder and progress slows to a snail’s pace. Following are five challenging
nature and math problems that start out easy and get more difficult, just as the climb on Everest does. If
you get all five correct, you’ve conquered Everest!

© YouthLight, In
c.




